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Description:  Unfortunately, too many English learners reach intermediate levels of 
language competence—and then stop.  This session explores this 
linguistic/sociolinguistic phenomenon and details several important program design 
elements and classroom strategies to address this issue.     
 
 
 
Outcomes:  Participants in this section will learn: 
 
 1. The typical linguistic profile of a “stuck” intermediate student; 
 2. Program design considerations that can help; 
 3. Instructional focus areas and strategies for moving students to higher  

  levels of English competence. 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

I. Welcome and Introduction  
 
II. A Phenomenon by Many Names   

 
III. A Difficult Acknowledgement  

 
IV. A Prototypical Stuck Intermediate’s Linguistic Profile  

 
V. Methodological Interventions  

 
VI. Programmatic Interventions  
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II.  A Phenomenon by Many Names  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III.  A Difficult Acknowledgement in a Sea of Linguistic Realities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.  Profiling the Prototypical Stuck Intermediate Student…and Re-thinking Some  

Assumptions About Low Reading Achievement  
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V.  Methodological Interventions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VI.  Programmatic Interventions 
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